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The Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 2AA 
 
 
 
26 March 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
Our thoughts and wishes are with you leading the country through the current crisis we are 
facing. And we first of all want to express our support for all you are doing to save lives as 
well as protecting jobs and the economy. As leaders of voluntary and community 
organisations, we uphold to do everything we can to join you in this fight. 
 
We will continue to support the most vulnerable people and to mobilise volunteers to help 
our country through this crisis. We are reconfiguring our services, advice and support 
everywhere we can to help people access the support they need whilst they stay at home. 
 
But we need your help too. Voluntary organisations everywhere are rising to the challenge 
of delivering more support to more people, and of mobilising those who can to volunteer 
safely and to help those most in need. At the same time, our trading and fundraising income 
has stopped as we have closed our operations where possible so that people can stay at 
home. When we are needed the most, our resources are dwindling rapidly.  
 
Our revised estimates are now a £3.7 billion loss of income in the next three months. While 
the employment support scheme will help a small number of those charities which are no 
longer able to offer services, it will have little impact on those organisations in our sector 
which are largely finding demands on staff increasing not decreasing. We need more 
support from the government for the organisations that we want to ramp up, not stand 
down at this time of crisis. Now is the worst time to close a hospice, or reduce our volunteer 
mobilisation capacity. Now is the worst time to lay people off who will help to protect our 
NHS by reducing demands upon it. 
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We have been working closely with officials and ministers in DCMS, who have been 
incredibly supportive. And we are grateful for your statement at PMQs yesterday that you 
are considering a package of support for the sector. But we are sorry to say that this is 
simply taking too long. If we want voluntary organisations to help people through this crisis, 
we need your urgent personal support to make available significant funding as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Karl Wilding, CEO, NCVO 

Vicky Browning, CEO, ACEVO 

Carol Mack, CEO, ACF 

Stephanie Draper, CEO, BOND 

Caron Bradshaw, CEO, CFG 

Robin Osterley, CEO, Charity Retail Association 

Adeela Warley, CEO, CharityComms 

Kathy Evans, CEO, Children England 

Debra Allcock Tyler, CEO, Directory of Social Change 

Peter Lewis, CEO, Institute of Fundraising 

Jane Ide, CEO, NAVCA 

Rita Chadha, CEO, Small Charities Coalition 

Peter Holbrook, CEO, Social Enterprise UK 

Rosemary Macdonald, interim CEO, UK Community Foundations 

Ndidi Okezie, CEO, UK Youth 

Paul Reddish, CEO, Volunteering Matters 


