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Dear Cabinet Secretary 
 
Retail, Hospitality, Leisure Support Grants 
 
As  you know we are the trade association representing charity shops throughout the UK. 
Charity retail is the one of the biggest sources of volunteer opportunities in Scotland with 
23,000 people volunteering in the sector alongside the equivalent of 2,500 paid staff. Across 
the UK the charity retail sector raised an estimated £331m for charitable causes last year 
and helped divert over 339,000 tonnes of textiles from landfill or incineration 
 
We are very grateful that you amended the Retail, Hospitality, Leisure Support Grant so that 
charity retailers with multiple properties can receive grants for each eligible property. This 
change will help charity retailers in Scotland to recover strongly from the impact of the 
current pandemic. 

However, we would urge you to go further and to extend the Retail, Hospitality, Leisure 
Support Grant scheme so that grants of £10,000 (£7,500 for subsequent properties) are 
available for all charity shops with rateable values below £18,000. This would reflect the 
scheme in England where Retail Grants of £10,000 are available for smaller retail properties. 
The absence of these grants for smaller retail properties is particularly damaging in Scotland 
because the £18,001 starting point for the £25,000 grants is substantially higher than 
elsewhere. In England, the starting point for the £25,000 Retail Grants is £15,001 and in 
Wales it is £12,001.  

It seems anomalous that smaller shops are excluded from this scheme, and I hope that you 
will be able to extend support for them in addition to the welcome support already 
announced for larger charity shops. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Robin Osterley 
Chief Executive 
 


